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oy | AT a Meeting of King Solomon's Lodge in ample form, 
0 at Free Maſon's Hall, in Charleſtown, on the Feſtrval k 
Y ay of St. Joun the Bapti/l, 5785. 


The Rt. Worſhipful Jos1an BaxTLETT, ia theChair, 


Vated unanimouſly, 


HAT our Brethren, Capt. Joſeph Cordis, Capt. 
Eltphalet Newell, Capt. Benjamin Frothingham, 
Capt, William Calder, and Mr. Caleb Sto2n, be a Com- 

- mittee to wait up2n the Rev, Meſlt'rs STILLMAN and 

 Tracusx, with the T hanks of the Lodge for their 
public ſervices this Day ; aad to reque't of Mr, ST1LL- 

' MAN a copy of his Sermon for the preſs. 


Extra from the Records, 
Atteſt, Isaac Snow, Secretary. 


— } 


Gentlemen, 


| Soom fuily ſenſible of the honor done me by yoar 
approbation of the Sermon delivered yeſterday ; 
which you manifeſt by requeſting a covy of it for the 
\preſs—_ A delire of contributing, thougk inthe ſmalleſt 
depree, toward the eoconragement of that Charity, 
"that is the bond of pertefaeſs, and one cod of your 
zaltizatian, was the motive that le4 me to compole and 
preach it: with che ſame deſire 1 now conſent to the 
Publication of it, 

| I am, Gentlemen, 

With every ſentiment of eſteem, 
Your obedient humble Servant. 


SAMUEL STILLMAN, 
Boſton, June 25, 1785. | 
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[ CoRINTHIANS, x11, 2,4 


Though I ſpeak with the tongues of men, and 
of a angels, and have not charity, I am becomis: 
as founding braſs, or a tmkling cymbac 

"And though I have the gift of prophecy, and: 

f anderfacd all myfleries, and all knowledge ; 

| and though T have all faith, fo that 1 could: | 
remove mountains, and have not charity, | F; 
am nothing. 4 

And thyugh I beſtow all my goods: to feed the 
poor, and though 1 give my body to be burned, 
and have not charity, profiteth me nothing, 


N the oreceding chapter our apoſtie enume-; 
j rates and/commends ſpiritual gifts, as having- 

their reſpettive afer-: and finiſhes it by 
ſaying, yet /hew 1 unto you are excellent w way? 
By which, It is plain, he means charity ; It 
the celebration of which he employs the whole 
of the chapter in which the text is. Charity | ; 
then is of indifpenſible importance : Let; ug; 
| proceed to conſider it in -its nature, objeftsq. 2 
and 2; fluence. iy 
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I. This term is often uſed by us - when we 
- mean catholiciſm ; or that temper of kindneſs 
and forbearance, that chriſtians of different 
religious ſentiments, ſhould encourage toward 
- one another. We ſay a man is charitable, who 
is willing: that others ſhould think for them- 
| ſelves, and worſhip God according to the dic- 
' tates of their own'conſciences, however widely 
. they may differ from him. He has learned to 
diſtinguiſh the man from his re/:gious opinions ; 
tt and is convinced that there are wiſe and ood. 
IF men among the ſeveral denominations of chriſ- 
| tians. A ſpirit of intolerance he condemns 
with juſt ſeverity, and feels kindly affetioned to 
all who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, 
| by whatever name they may be called, 


—— 
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Sometimes by charity we mean that kind 

_ affeftion for objefs in diſtreſs, which prompts 

_ us to run to their relief. We ſay a man is 
charitable, who is ever ready to diſtribute to 
the neceſſitous. 


4 h 'But in the text, I apprehend, that the apoſtle 
_ 3:28 means by it, that love to God, and love to man 
+ | that is the fulfilling of the law. The original 
| word is thus rendered and applied throughout 
the ſacred ſcriptures. Thus viewed, it is a 


] E | religious affeftion, delighting itſelf 


1 IE. With being in general, but particularly 
s || _ fixing on God and men as its objects. 


We 


C87 


We adore the GREAT FixsT CausE tl 
he bath not left himſelf without witneſs. Logk. 
which way|we will, we are agreably arreſie;! 
with the evidences of his exiflence. They ſtep 
and charm us with a truth . that is Alp 8 al 
Omega ; the foundation of all As 1 Al 
morality. _ {This truth ſolves innumerable p 
plexitics, and lays the foundation of our peara?. 
From him creation, in all its vaſt variety, cameg+ 
To him we. are indebted for our being and blz+. 
ſings—By him the worlds are governed, ®: 
all events are dire&ed to. an end which infin 

wiſdom and goodneſs chole—To him are ve 
accountable for every thing done in the ogy: 
therefore we ſhould fear to ſin. 
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Whatever darkneſs there may appear to 
in his moral government ; and however lo 
the wicked may triumph over the godly, jultige . 
at laſt ſhall have the moſt ample diſplay ; 8 
the difference there is between virtuous aly 
vicious charaQters, be held up to the view | 
angels and len. 
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Let God be magnified, that a truth of ſus 
mportance js addrefſed to the reaſon of eve er? 
man ; as well-to the unlettered Pagan, as to thi; 
moſt learned. and enlightened Chriſtian. Ti 
inviſible things of God are clearly ſeen, being 
underſtood & the things that are made, eudti . 
bis eternal power and godhead. Therefore all | 
men. are without excuſe, We look, .and wi! 
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believe. No man can doubt; no man but a 
fool. The fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is 
no Ged,—A conſummate fool indeed is he.— 


The perfe&ions of this moſt glorious obje&t 
ſhine around us. His power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs are inſcribed in legible charaRers on 
his works. We contemplate his eternity, 
immutability and faithfulneſs ; and adore him 
in the manifeſtation of his holineſs, love and 
' grace, which he hath made by Chrift Jeſus, 
who 1s the brightneſs of his glory, and the 


expreſs image of his perſon. 


_ His charaQter is tranſcendently excellent, 
therefore he is the only proper obje& of ſu- 
preme love. To love him for what he is in 
himſelf, is moſt reaſonable, and the higheſt 


exerciſe of true religion. 


* A perfe& charafter, 'fays an ingenious 
' writer,* in which we always ſuppoſe: infinite 
goodneſs, guided by unerring wiſdom, and 
ſupported by Almighty Power, is the! proper 
obje& of perfe@ love ; and though that cha- 
rater ſuſtains to us the relation of a benefattor, 
yet the mind, deeply ſtruck with that perfec- 
tion, is quite loſt amidſt ſuch a blaze of beauty, 
and grows as it were inſenſible to thoſe mi- 
nuter irradiations of it upon itſelf. To talk 
therefore of a mercenary love of God, or which 


has 
* Fordjce's Moral Philoſophy. 
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' appearing in the fleſh, was to make us better 


< 9 Tp eg 4 
has fear for its axincipal ingredient, ' is equally: 
ors be and goa If we do not Ms <} 

lovelieſt obje& in the univerſe for his own ſake pF 
no proſpe& of good or fear of /ill can bribs'” "| 
our eſteem, or (captivate our love. Theſe affec>/X | 
tions are too! noble to be bought or ſold, of; 

bartercd in the way of gain ; worth, or merif'. 

is their obje&; and their reward is ſomething? 
ſimilar in kind.” F415 


The moſt ſtriking diſplay of the beauty ; 
this charaRter, is Des in the plan of. _ 
by Jeſus Chriſt. One great end of _ whoſe 
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acquainted with the true God. TI have mants : 


fefted thy name, ſaid Chriſt in an addreſs to his, - 


Father, to the men. whom thou gaveſt me ou; 
of the world.' The term name in this verſe Is 
eneral, and| intends the divine perftettions at; 
- ia In this wonderous contrivance 2 founs' : 
dation is laid| for the ſ{inner's hope of pardon” 
and eternal life, and divine glory ſhines. _ .7'- 


» 


The ever bleſſed God not only commands 


-us tb love him with all our heart, but ts: 


love our neighbour as ourſelves. On theſe”? 
two commandments hang all the law and the: > 5 
prophets, That is, all true rcligion is compre ;, 
ended in love: Hence he who thus lover 
is faid to fulfil the law. 


In the exerciſe of this charity we feel aſe! pl 


ferently, toward different charaRers. Thou: 
B al. 
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all men belong to the univerſal family, and 
have a claim 'on our benevolence, and offices 
of kindneſs, we ſtill feel, and it is | right we 
ſhould feel a complacency in ſome, in pre- 


' Ference to others. © This diſtifAion}' of | cha- 


rafters has its foundation in the nature of 


_ things, and in the oracles of God. |He who 


pays 2 proper attention to it, diſcovers a ver- 
tuous taſte, er that he has learned to eſtimate 
charafters by their worth, Reaſon and - reli- 
gion} forbid us to deſtroy it, - or equally to 
regard the good and the bad. Vicious cha- 


. raters oupht to have ſome mark of dilappro- , 
| bation fixed on them, Ir is right they ſhould 


be made to feel the effefts of their own folly 
and wickedneſs ; becauſe by ſuch a condut 


'vice may be diſcouraged, and virtue promoted. 
Even benevolence will lead us to ſuch a mode 
'of treating different men. A benevolent man 


ſeeks 'the happineſs of the whole ; therefore 
he will do what he can to diſcountenance 
vice, becauſe it is offenſive to Deity, and de- 
ftruQtive of human happineſs. The proportion 
of miſery in the ſyſtem will always be accord- 
ing to the proportion of wickedneſs. Theſe 
riſe and fall together. 


It is a divine injunQtion, that we ſhould ds 


good to all men, eſpecially to them who are of 


the houſehold of fauth. Why are we com- 
manded to-love thoſe who are of the houſehold 
of faith, meaning' true chriſtians, but becauſe 
they 
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they are diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſpecial excel--;. 
lence of charaRter ? Nor is this rule confined '? 
to/ the chriſtian church, but adopted by all - 
well regulated ſocieties. Our brethren of” the ** 
Craft always \give the preference to a brother, |. 
eſpecially to the moſt amiable. At the fame '; 
time benevolence, while it marks the vicious - * 
man, forbids us to abandon him; rather * 
preſſes us to pity and relieve him under: certain ;* 
circumſtances.” Do good to all men, is a ſacred ,: 
command. _ IE! 


_ 

IfT. We now naturally paſs to conſider the ; 
efjets of that charity, which inſpiration places 
in the front of the catalogue of moral virtues, : 
or chriſtian graces. 
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1. Supreme! lave to God, being in itſelf a .*; 
right affefion, and continually fixed on an : /: 
obje& who is infinitely worthy of it, is inſepa> - 
rably conneRe( with perſonal happineſs. 'The * 
man who loyes his God with all his heart, finds + 
that he is the only adequate good, Therefore : 
he devoutly breathes.the language of David, :. 
IV hom have I m heaven but thee ; and there is.” + 


He, :* 


Wu 


. 


"mind ; he anticipated, in degree, the happineſs 
of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfeR.' In ſuch 
a condition as this, *the remaining wiſh of the 


EF 143 3 


good man, is that his love may be perfeQted ; 


| becdule in perfet love, is perfe&t bliſs. 


2. Love to God promotes perſonal happineſs, 
by leading us to endeavour to ſuppreſs, and 


rotally to irradicate the evil propenſities of our 
| hearts; the prevalence of which is ever fatal 


to our peace. 


All the vicious paſſions carry miſery with 
them. If anger rage—if reſentment inflame us 


—if 'envy and malice, covetouſneſs and hatred 


prevail in us, we are tormented. Theſe horrid 
paſſions conſtitute a preſent hell : and ſhould 
they remain, they will eternally prevent our 


enjoyment of, that heaven, where all is holineſs 


and love. To the abſolute conquelt of theſe 


Juſts, and to 'the purſuit of perfe& confor- 
\mity to the divine charaQter, love will lead us. 


We cannot ſerve two maſters; nor love objets 
that are infinitely oppoſed to each other, as ſin 
and holineſs are. Under the influence of divinc 
love, we ſhall therefore labour to crucify the 
fleſh, with its affeRions and luſts. 


Love to God ſtands inſeparably connefted 


with love to man, This great duty of loving 
one another, is repeatedly urged in the holy 
ſcriptures. It is the ſecond commandment 
in the aw, and has a diſtinguiſhed piRoe, in 
| | C 
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Ro OO OD ER 2 
the liſt of apoſtolic exhortations. By this, * 
fays Chriſt, hall all men know that ye are my. 
iſcipler, becauſe ye have love one to another. : 
Let brotherly love continue—Let us love, not": 
m word only, but in deed and in truth, fays ail * 
apoſtle. | In this manner we are often ddreſſed © x 
by inſpired writers, who well knew the great = 
importance of brotherly love to the happineſs of. | 
ſociety ; which it atifortnly promotes, in pro- 
portion to its influence ; veing attended in the 


r. Firſt-inſtance, with peace of mand. It 
may be ſaid of love toman, as hath been already. 
faid of love te God, that it is a r:ght affection ;* + 
and all right. affetions involve tranquility of: 
heart. To feel right within is to feel happy; 
| Contequently, when God commands us to-love: : 
him ſupremely, and our neighbour as ourſelves, 
he has reſpe& to our felicity. His laws are not-: 
mere arbitrary mandates, ifſued for the ſole pur-..- 
pole of diſplaying his authority -over us; but: 
they originate in his infinite benevolence, and - 
their language is, Do thyſelf no harm. He 3 
commandsnothing but what it is our intereſt to; 
obey—He prohibits nothing but whar it is our: 
intereſt to abſtain from. When he bones! 
us to love himſelf or -our brethren, it is that. 
we may feel right; and of courſe be happy. 
How clearly\ muſt the truth of this remark - 
appear to us, if we conſider the miſery that: 
attends the prevalence of thecriminal affe&ions,:' 
or wrong *tempers. For inſtance, if ork LY 
prevails we fret at Deity, are in a pet with, | 


every . 
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every body, affront. our beſt friends, and lay 
a foundation. for bitter repentance. 1f envy, 
the happineſs of others, in which we ought to 
rejoice, gives us pain.. But if love has the aſcen- 
dency, we enjoy tranquility. Charity fuffereth 
and is kind ; charity enuvieth not ; charity 
vaunteth not itſelf, 1s not puffed up, doth not be- 
bave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, 1s not 
eafily. provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth\not 
in anugquity, but rejoiceth im the truth, beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Charity never fatleth, 
but ſhall ripen into perfe&ion, and run parallel 
with etcrnity. 


2, Charity lifts us above national and reli- 
gious diſtinftions, as ſoon as beneficence be- 
comes aduty. Tt leadsus toconſider all menas 
brethren, to mourn with them who mourn, and 
to: rejoice with them 'who do rejoice. If this 
affeQion prevails we ſhall quickly feel for ob- 
je&s-in diſtreſs, and chearfully contribute to 
their relief, without ſtopping a moment to 
aſk; of what nation they are, or to what reli- 
gious ſociety they belong? The only queſtion 
is, Are they the proper objetts of our charity ? 
Thus: charity urges us to obey that divine 
injunftion, Do good to all men. —— 


In all a&s of hoſpitality the pleaſure is reci- 
procal.- The man who receives a kindneſs and 
he who'does it rejoice-together ! The former 
rejoices in relict from his diſtreſles ; the latter 

.. in" 


16!) 


in having fſudted | it. This is one inſtance out . 
of many, conterning which it may be faid, har * 
in keeping G od s commandments there is great 
reward. 


. "In a we i, Charity leads us not only to. 
att of kindn ſs, but to forgiveneſs of 1 injuries; | 
is meek and patient—ſuperſedes all a&s of vio- 
lence—all wats and flaughter—all mn otþ 
for conſcience ſake—yea every thing that tends 
to deſtroy the happineſs of others. For the - 
univerſal prevalence of this important affeQtion, 
every pious and benevolent mah will TOY | 


/ ÞRy+ 
By the preceding ſubject we are taught. 


rt. That the elſence of true religion is 
ſupreme love | ts God, and love 'to man: 
Without which we are nothing in the view: 
of JEHovan.| 'Our outward deportment may 
gain us the approbation of men ; - but God 
fearcheth the hearts. Before him every man's 
breaſt is tranſparent ; therefore he cannot be - 
deceived. Let) us then ſerioully examine our- 
ſelves, whether we have this charity that the 
text deſcribes ?\ No queſtion is of equal impor- 
tance with this, ſeeing it determines our con- 
dition for CUTE: 


2. The ſabjet leads us to infer, that every 
inſtitution thatihas charity for its grand obje&; 


merits our commendation and encouragement. 
In 
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In this light we are to view that Fraternity 
on whoſe account we are now together. 
FaiTH, Hoye, CHARITY are profeſledly 


the, maſons motto. , 


Many and ſtrange prejudices have been en- 
couraged againſt this inſtitution, by ſerious and 
well diſpoſed perſons. But with what pro- 
priety any man can condemn. an inſtitution, 
of which he is wholly ignorant, I leave every 
man to determine. We muſt be deſtitute of 
charity, if we can think that all the great and 
amiable charaQters that for ages paſt, and in 
different countries, have belonged to the Craft, 
were engaged to promete a wicked or a uſeleſs 
ſociety. Charity thinketh no evil. 


. Concerning the ſecrets of maſonry, I will 
obſerve, that charity obliges us to conclude, 
that theſe ſecrets are only uſeful to the 
brotherhood ; becauſe it is incompatible with 
that benevolence, on which all Lodges are 
founded; to keep that a_/ecret, which, it reveal- 
cd, would prove of public utility. 


With the Conſtitutions of Maſonry I profeſs 
myſelf acqainted ; and am pleaſed to find, 
that by them, every maſon is obliged to pay a 
ſtri& attention to his- morals—to the Lord's 
Day and public worſhip—to be chaſte in his 
converſation while, the Lodge is together—to 


avoid exceſs after it has broke up—to keep 


good hours, and carefully to attend to the 
government 


j 
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government of his family, if he has one=that 
no immoral perſon is to be adtmitted—that all 
are obliged to| encourage brotherly love, and © 
to abound in| a&ts of hoſpitality ; >, 


themſelves always ready to help a diſtreſſe 
brother : and that in this wy men of dif- 
ferent nations | and religious ſentiments, - are 


united for the purpoſes of friendſhip and © 
This being the caſe, Gentlemen, 


charity. | 
you will permit me to remind you of the great 
importance of afing aecording to your own 
Conſtitutions. | Your laws are good. Study 
to be what they require, and you will have 
nothing to apprehend, cither from malevolence 
or prejudice ; but meet the approbation of 
the wiſe and benevolent. 


3. There cannot be a more proper occaſion 
than the preſent, my brethren, to remind you, 
that to do good and to communicate, accord- 
ing to your ſeveral abilities, is a duty, of religion 
and humanity {+ with ſuch ſacrifices, arifing 
from a ſuitable temper of heart, God is well 
pleaſed. He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth 
fo the Lord : and that which he hath given 
him, will he pay him agaim. The poor ye 
have always with you. 


As you were linformed the laſt Lord's-Day, 
that there would be a contribution to-day, for 
the poor of this town, I take it for 
that' you have come properly provided for this 

pleaſing 
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. pleaſing ſervice, Conſult your ability and give 
- accordingly. The time is come in which-you 
. are called upon to levy a tax upon yourlelves 
' —this will try your generoſity, touch your 
: feelings, and ſhew to yourſelves what manner 
' of ſpirit ye are of. © TheLord loveth a chear- 
; ful giver :” Not the niggard, the narrow ſoul, 
; who parts with his moncy as he parts with his 
: blood. How feel ye, my friends ? are ye 
: ready to diſtribute ? Examples have 'a moſt 
- powerful influence. Permit me then. to hold 
up one to view that every man will applaud. 


As St. FEvermond was walking in one of the 


. ſtreets of Paris with a boy-that waited on him, 
; he was ſuddenly ſtopped by a man, who pre- 
. ſented a piſtol to his breaſt, and demanded his 
. money. It was no time 'to heſutate : He ac- 
 cordingly delivered him four guineas, being the 
\fum he had . with him, reminding him at the 
fame time of the danger he was in by ſuch a 


mode of life. As the man appeared confound- 


ed, and not uſed to the buſineſs, he ofdered 


his {ſervant to watch him at a 4iftance. He did 


fo, then returned: and infarmed:- his maſter, that 
he went firſt to. a baker's and bought ſame 
bread, with which he proceeded to a miſerable 
'garret, where he had a wife and five children, 


who had every mark of the * moſt extreme 

poverty and diftreſs. When he entred the 

room ke threw down the money and the \roary 
3% an 


, 
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and in an ago ny cried out, I have obtained this; } 
ſupply for you at the riſque of -my life ; I fear; | 


that your diſtreſſes will finally prove my ruin.! bh 

St. Evermond was greatly affeed with this ac-; 

count of the unhappy man's condition, and next! | | 
21 


morning ſet off with his ſervant to condu&thir. 07” 
Upon his arrival in the neighbourhood he made'y - 
enquiry concerning this man ;-and was inform-! L 
ed that he was poor and diſtreſſed ; a good \ 
workman, and behaved well. Upon which he}; 
paſſed on andwent up into his room. As ſoon 
as the poor man ſaw him, he fell upon his knees, 
and with many tears confeſſed his crime, and « 
begged forgiveneſs, ſuppoling that he ſhould - 
now be apprehended, and brought to juſtice. * 
But what were his feelings when St. Fockmendl kl 
thus addreſſed him—Riſe, I am not come, ts 
injure you—here is a ſum of money l give you? 

to buy ſtock for your buſineſs, and to rllans + 
your diſtreſſed family : and in any future ne-/ 
ceſſity call: on |me, and I will help you, that you's 
may never more be driven to fo deſperate an* 
enterprize as that of the laſt night. © What ſay % 
ye, my friends; to this Briking act of generoſity ?'*. 
Does not evety heart feel its force, and beat +: 
high in praiſes of a mind fo great and noble ? 
Then imitate his condu@ ; go ye and do likewi. 
Thus ſpake our Grand MasTER. To him 
we owe obedience, and every aſcription of 
glory, dominion and praiſc, 
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